Ash Wednesday
S March 2025, 7pm

Lent Mass Settings

Welcome to St Mary’s North Melbourne.
Thank you for joining us in worship.
Please join in saying the text marked in bold
and joining in the music.

Prelude

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
A bell rings as a signal for all to stand silently as the service begins.

Silence is kept.

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully.



THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
All sit.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Joel:

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is
near— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like
blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like
has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. Yet even
now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn
and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain-offering and a drink-offering
for the Lord, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn
assembly; gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather
the children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the
bride her canopy. Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers
of the Lord, weep. Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make
your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said
among the peoples, “Where is their God?””’ (Joel 2.1-2; 2.12-17)
Hear the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.
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1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. Response

2. My offences truly | know them;
my sin is always before me.



Against you, you alone, have | sinned,;
what is evil in your sight | have done. Response

3. A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit. Response

4. Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall declare your praise. Response

tr. The Grail (1963, 1983). Response text ICEL. Psalm verses by permission A. P. Watt, London.
Music © 1977, 1990 Christopher Willcock S. J. by permission Oregon Catholic Press. Reproduced with permission
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Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, ‘Beware of practising your righteousness before others in order to be
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. ‘So
whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly |
tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. ‘And whenever you
pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly |
tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you. ‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal,
like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put
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oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you. ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

(Matthew 6.1-6,16-21)
This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

BLESSING OF ASHES

The ashes are placed on each person’s forehead.

HYMN GATHER #173

1. We rise again from ashes, from the good we’ve failed to do.
We rise again from ashes, to create ourselves anew.
If all our world is ashes, then must our lives be true,
An offering of ashes, an offering to you.

2. We offer you our failures, we offer you attempts;
The gifts not fully given, the dreams not fully dreamt.
Give our stumblings direction, give our visions wider view,
An offering of ashes, an offering to you.

3. Then rise again from ashes, let healing come to pain,
Though spring has turned to winter, and sunshine turned to rain.
The rain we’ll use for growing, and create the world anew
From an offering of ashes, an offering to you.



4. Thanks be to the Father, who made us like himself.
Thanks be to his Son, who saved us by his death.
Thanks be to the Spirit, who creates the world anew
From an offering of ashes, an offering to you.

Text & Tune: Tom Conry © 1978, North American Liturgy Resources, Gather © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.

After all have returned to their places, the celebrant leads the litany.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,
have mercy on us.
Incarnate Word, redeemer of the world,
have mercy on us.
Abiding Spirit, giver of light and life,
have mercy on us.
For turning away from your presence,
for disobeying your word and commandments,
forgive us, Lord.
For trusting in our own strength instead of yours,
for betraying your trust and the trust of others,
forgive us, Lord.
For resisting your grace and refusing your blessings,
for holding back from proclaiming our faith in you,
forgive us, Lord.
For damaging this earth and exploiting its creatures,
for neglecting and wasting the gifts you have given us,
forgive us, Lord.
For failing to forgive as we have been forgiven.
for judging others and bearing grudges,
forgive us, Lord.
For skimping on our commitments and relationships,
for failing in hospitality,
forgive us, Lord.
For tolerating oppression, injustice, and wrong,
for keeping silent when we should have spoken up,
forgive us, Lord.



For turning away when others have offered us love,
for closing our hearts when others have needed compassion,
forgive us, Lord.
For all we have done unkindly, unjustly and dishonestly,
for our careless speech and hurtful words,
forgive us, Lord.

Most merciful God,

we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, and in what
we have failed to do: we have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry
for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you
in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Please stand.

Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

A collection is taken during the hymn.

OFFERTORY HYMN TIS 546
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1. Lord Jesus, think on me,
and purge away my sin;
from earthbound passions set me free,
and make me pure within.



2. Lord Jesus, think on me
by care and woe oppressed,;
let me your loving servant be,
and taste your promised rest.

3. Lord Jesus, think on me,
amid the bitter strife;
through all my pain and misery
become my health and life.

4. Lord Jesus, think on me,
nor let me go astray;
through darkness and perplexity
point to the heavenly way.

5. Lord Jesus, think on me,
that, when the trial is past,
| may your radiant glory see,
and share your joy at last.

Synesius of Cyrene ¢.375-430 ¢7. Allen William Chatfield 1808-96 alt. Reproduced with permission

BLESSING OVER GIFTS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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Merciful God ...
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

We who are many are one body:
For we all share in the one bread.
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COMMUNION

Anthem: ‘Purge Me, O Lord’ by Thomas Tallis.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory.



THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE
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2. Now we fast that we may feast
where the Lord of Life presides;
may our hunger be increased
for the bread which he provides.

3. As we keep this Lent with prayer
and from pleasures are withdrawn,
minds and bodies we prepare
for the joy of Easter dawn.

James Phillip McAuley 1917-76. Words by permission Curtis Brown (Aust). Music © Richard Connolly. Reproduced with permission

BLESSING

The celebrant leads the final prayers.

Go 1n peace to love and serve the Lord:

In the name of Christ. Amen.

Postlude
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Lent z Easter 2027

Ash Wednesday 5 March 2025 | 7pm

Wednesday

Lent 1 Sunday 9 March 2025 8am & 10am

Lent 2 Sunday 16 March 2025 8am & 10am

Lent 3 Sunday 23 March 2025 8am & 10am

Lent 4 Sunday 30 March 2025 8am & 10am

Lent 5 Sunday 6 April 2025 8am & 10am

Palm Sunday | Sunday 13 April 2025 8am & 10am; 10.30am Palm
Sunday Walk for Justice for
Refugees and Peace at
Parliament Gardens, East
Melbourne

Monday & Monday 14 & Tuesdayl5 | 6pm Said Eucharist

Tuesday of April 2025

Holy Week

Wednesday Wednesday 16 April 2025 | 7.30pm Tenebrae at trinity

of Holy Week College, Parkville

Maundy Thursday 17 April 2025 8pm Sung Eucharist

Thursday of

Holy Week

Good Friday | Friday 18 April 2025 10am Liturgy of the Passion

Holy Saturday 19 April 2025 8pm Easter Vigil

Saturday

Easter Sunday 20 April 2025 10am Sung Eucharist (no 8am

Sunday service)

If you would like to be contacted by the Parish, please fill in your details,
tear this section & drop it in the office mailbox on Queensberry Street:

Name:
Phone:

Email:
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Contact 5t Mnrv/f ’s

Post: 430 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne VIC 3051
PO Box 480, North Melbourne VIC 3051
Phone: 0451 985 125

E-mail: office(@stmarys.org.au G
Web: www.stmarys.org.au , Facebook, YouTube .

You{[T)
Locum Vicar: Rev’d Prof Dorothy Lee

leedal012@gmail.com

Director of Music: Beverley Phillips
bphillips@melbourneanglican.org.au 5286 1179

Wardens: Anne Sunderland  mail4annes@gmail.com
Adam Wing awwingman@gmail.com
Helen McCallum  h.c.mccallum@gmail.com

Parish Administrator; Laura Tanata office@stmarvs.org.au 0451 985
125
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 9.30am—5.30pm
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PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE

The Anglican Diocese is conjunction with St Mary’s Anglican Church North Melbourne does not tolerate abuse, harassment or other misconduct within our
communities. If any person has concerns about behaviour of a church worker, past or present. The Diocese of Melbourne is committed to doing all that is possible
to ensure that abuse does not occur. All complaints of abuse are taken very seriously, and we do all we can to lessen harm. We offer respect, pastoral care and
ongoing long-term support to anyone who makes a complaint. St Mary’s Statement of Commitment to Child Safety is on our noticeboard and can be downloaded
from our website www.stmarys.org.au PLEASE REPORT ABUSE CALL 1800 135 246

© 1995 The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation, material from the text of A Prayer Book for Australia published under the imprint of Broughton
Books. All rights reserved. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright © 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and are used with permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise stated,
words and music are from Together in Song: The Australian Hymn Book II. When hymns are not public domain, they are reprinted with permission: One License
409E; CCLI License 220951; St James Music Press License 16619. Lenten Mass Setting © B Phillips.
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